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DISTRICT COUNCIL IN MIZORAM

1.CHAKMA DIST COUNCIL:- (Source en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chakma_Autono...) TheChakma Autonomous District Councilwas formed under the Sixth schedule of the Constitution of India on April 29, 1972. The Council is the replication of the state assembly and exercises executive power over specially allotted departments. The people of CADC are also enjoying special safeguard granted by the article 273-G of the Constitution of India. It is one of the three Autonomous District Councils ofMizoramstate in North-East India. It is an autonomous council for ethnicChakma peopleliving in South-Western Mizoram bordering Bangladesh and Myanamar. The CADC has a land area of 1500 square kilometers[1]and the population grew from 34,528 in 2001[1]to 40,265 (as of 2008). Chakma peoples are demanding Chakma Autonomous District Assembly "Bangya Land" as a Union Territory.PopulationThe total Chakma population of Mizoram is estimated to be more than 100,000. The entire population of Chakma Autonomous District Council belongs to schedule tribe. The total population of CADC is 43,528as per 2011 census out of which 70% of it is dependent on agriculture and the literacy rate of Chakma Autonomous District Council is 68% as per census conducted by the Education Department of CADC in the year 2011.HeadquartersThe headquarters of Chakma Autonomous District Council is Kamalanagar, which is also known asChawngte. Kamalanagar is located the on north-eastern corner of C.A.D.C and on the bank of Tuichawng river. It is also divided into three parts namely Chawngte-'C' stands for the Chakmas, Chawngte-'P' stands for the Pawis,(now Lais) and Chawngte-'L' stands for Lunglei District i.e. the western and opposite bank of Tuichawng is Kamalanagar, the eastern bank of Tuichawng is divided by the rivulet, CHAWNGTE (PAHN SURI as called by the Chakmas) the northern bank falling under Lunglei General district and the southern bank under Lai autonomous District Council.Head of the councilCADC is headed by Chief Executive Member (CEM) and Executive Members (EMs).The present CEM is Buddhalila Chakma.Number of legislatorsChakma Autonomous District Council has a total of 24 Membersof District Council (MDC), out of which 20 MDCs are elected and 4 MDCs are nominated.Number of departmentsIt has a total of 27 No. of departments and they are as follows:
DEPARTMENTS : 1.Legislative Department .
2.Judicial Department
3.Finance Department 4.General Administration Department
5.Agriculture Department
6.Horticulture Department 7.Fishery Department
8.Public Health Engineering Department
9.Industry Department 10.Sericulture Department
11.AH & Vety Department
12.Art & Culture Department 13.Social Welfare Department
14.Soil & Water Conservation Department
15.Local Administrative Department  16.Environment & Forest Department
17.Road Transport Department
18.Sport & Youth Department
19.Co-operative Department
20.Public Works Department
21.Education Department
22.Rural Development Department
23.Water ways Department 24.Information & Public Relation Department
25.District School Education Board
26.Land Revenue & Settlement
27.Planning & Development Department 

Number of village councils
1.Adhubangasora2.Ajasora - I3.Ajasora - II4.Ajasora - III5.Baganpara6.Bajeisora7.Bandukbanga8.Betbonia9.Bilosora10.Boraguisury11.Borakabakhali12.Borapansury - I13.Borapansury - II14.Borkolok 15.Boroituli 16.Bottuli 17.Charluitlang 18.Chhotaguisury - I19.Chhotaguisury – II 20.Chhotapansury 21.Devasora 'N' 22.Devasora 'S' 23.Dursora 24.Fulsora 25.Fultuli 26.Futsury 27.Geraguluksora 28.Gerasury 29.Gobasury 30.Golasury 31.Gulsingbapsora 32.Jamersury 33.Jaruldobasora 34.Jarulsury 35.Kamalanagar – I 36.Kamalanagar – II 37.Kamalanagar – III 38.Kamalanagar – IV 39.Kamtuli 40.Kukurduleya 41.Kurbalavasora 42.Lokhisury 43.Longpuighat 44.Ludisora 45.Mandirasora 46.Maniabapsora – I 47.Maniabapsora – II 48.Montola 49.Nadarasora 50.Nalbania 51.New Chhippui 52.New Jognasury – I 53.New Jognasury – II 54.Old Bajeisora 55.Parva – I 56.Parva – II 57.Parva – III 58.Rajmandal 59.Rengashya 60.Saizawh 'W' 61.Silosora 62.Silsury 63.Simeisury 64.Siminesora 65.Udalthanasora – I 66.Udalthanasora – II 67.Ugalsury 68.Ugudasory 'S' 69.UgudasurY 'N' 70.Ulusury 71.Vaseitlang – I 72.Vaseitlang – II
History:
In 1954 the central and Assam governments granted regional council to the Lakhers (aka Mara) and the Pawis (aka Lai) in the name of Pawi Lakher Regional Council. Large number of Chakmas also fell into the PLRC’s geographic boundary. However, the PLRC could not function from day one. The main reason was that there was no common language among the three tribal communities namely Chakma, Mara and Lai which they could understand. The first meeting wasreportedly held without understanding each other’s language. Mizo was used as official language but Chakmas and Maras could hardly understand anything, and ultimately in 1958 the Maras decided to boycott the Regional Council’s meetings. Thus in 1972, the PLRC was divided into three regional councils and upgraded to 3 district councils for Maras, Lais and Chakmas.[1][2]ReligionThe majority of the people of Chakma Autonomous District Council are Buddhist(Theraveda).They have been following this religion since birth and till deathEconomyMajority of the Chakmas in Mizoram are farmers. They mainly grow rice, vegetables and fruits. "Chakma Autonomous District Council" Agriculture Department, Mizoram State Annual Plan 2003-2004page 284, last accessed 23 December 20102.^http://mcdf.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/the-chakma-voice-global-edition2010.pdf

     (Source:cadc.gov.in):- Governance Overview System of Governance in the Council has been structured on the basic frames of Modern Democratic system of Government with Legislative, Executive and Judicial organs.So far, the CADC’s Legislature has seen eight Councils. The first council was constituted with only five members who were nominated by the Administrator of Mizoram U.T. in April 1972 and the election to the first elected council was held on 26th December 1972. Since then various Acts, Rules and Regulation have been enacted by the Chakma Autonomous District Council from time to time. Presently, the Council consists of 17 elected members and four nominated members.The Chakma Autonomous District Council has an Executive Committee consisting of Seven Members headed by a Chief Executive Member. Major decision and policy formulation are executed by the Executive Committee.Although, the Council has a Judicial wing but it is yet to be elevated to an independent institution in the pattern of the country’s judicial system. The Judicial Court in the Chakma Autonomous District Council was constituted in the year 1972 under the provisions of ‘Pawi-Lakher Autonomous Region (Administrative of Justice) Rules, 1954’. The Judiciary in the Chakma Autonomous District Council is a three tier institution viz. (a) the Village Council Courts, the lowest court, (b) the Subordinate district Council Courts, the intermediate court and (c) the District Council Court, the appellate court.

   CADC At A Glance:- The table below provides some facts and figures about the Chakma Autonomous District Council, its people and its geography. Location21⁰58’ to 22⁰45’ North Latitude92⁰30’ to 92⁰45’ East Longitude Area1500 Sq Km Length (North-South) Breadth (East-West) Inter District Border (a) With Lunglei District – in the north (b) With LADC – in the east International Border (a) With Bangladesh – in the west (b) With Myanmar – in the east Temperature 15⁰-25⁰C in winter30⁰-40⁰C in summer Average Rainfall 220 per annum Population 40,265 (as per HHS-2008) Male-20,585 (as per HHS-2008) Female-19,680 (as per HHS-2008) Headquarter Kamalanagar Literacy 57 (as per 2001 Census) Total MDC Constituencies 17 Total Village Councils 69 Highest PeakRajmondal Religion Buddhism Main Rivers Toijong and Thega.

   Departments Overview:- On the basis of the powers conferred under the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of india, various Departments have been created on the basis of the subjects entrusted with the Council from time to time through various government orders. So far, 29 departments have been created to administer the council. They are: 


1.Legislative Department 2.General Administration and Control Department 3.Finance and Accounts Department 4.Education and Human Resource Department (Primary) 5.Education and Human Resource Department (Middle) 6.Land Revenue and Settlement Department 7.Forest and Environment Department 8.Planning and Development Department 9.Public Works Department 10.Law and Judicial Department 11.Art & Culture Department 12.Sports & Youth Services Department 13.Rural Development Department 14.Social Welfare Department 15.Agriculture Department 16.Veterinary & Animal Husbandry Department 17.Horticulture Department 18.Sericulture Department 19.Fishery Department 20.Road & Transport Department 21.Public Health Engineering Department 22.Industry Department 23.Soil and Water Conservation Department 24.Cooperation Department 25.Taxation Department 26.Information & Public Relations Department 27.Water Ways Department 28.Adult Education Department 29.Relief & Rehabilitation Department. 


A very recent Government Notification (during 2011) enhanced the powers of the existing Department with inclusion of some new departments like Minor Irrigation Department and Urban Development and poverty Alleviation Department. The order also made reference to withdraw all activities by all concerned departments of the State Government in respect of the functions so entrusted and to retain only some skeleton staff for the purpose of statistical requirements and coordination.

   Legislature Office Bearers:- The following Members of the District Council (MDCs) perform additional functions in the Council for the smooth functioning of the Chakma Autonomous District Council's Legislature.Sushil Kumar Chakma (Chairman)Sushil Kumar ChakmaChairmanThe Chairman presides over the legislature in the CADC. He moderates debates on the floor of the house and makes rulings on procedure. He also conducts and announces the results of votes on the debates on the floor of the house. He is elected from among the councillors by the house and plays an non-partisan role in the house.Purna Muni Chakma (Deputy Chairman) Anup Kumar Chakma (Deputy Chief Whip) MDC Constituencies 

SL. NO.NAME OF THE CONSTITUENCY
INCUMBENT MDC
VILLAGES UNDER THE CONSTITUENCY
PORTFOLIO
1.5-Kamalanagar (N)
Parimal Chakma1. Kamalanagar-I2. Kamalanagar-II3.Saizawh(W)-2. 6-Kamalanagar (S)
Amaresh Chakma 1.Kamalanagar-III 2.Kamalanagar-IV 3.Nalbonya-3. 4-Bajeisora 

Anil Kanti Chakma1.Bajeisora2.Baganpara3.Montola4.Ugudasury (N)-4.7-Udalthana
Ajoy Kumar Chakma1.Udalthana-I2.Udalthana-II3.Jamersury4.Ulusury5.AdubangasoraExecutive Member i/c Forest & Environment, Road & Transport5.10-Ajasora
Taranisen Chakma1.Ajasora-I2.Ajasora-II3.Ajasora-III4.MondirasoraExecutive Member i/c Education & Human resource (Primary), Agriculture, Horticulture, Fishery and Sericulture6.11-Longpuighat 

Lakkhi Dhan Chakma1.Longpuighat2.Betbonya3.Golasury4.Simeisury5.Barkalak-7.12-Devasora (N)
Buddhalila Chakma1.Devasora (N)2.Vaseitlang-I3.Vaseitlang-II4.Fulsora5.CharluitlangExecutive Member i/c Land Revenue & Settlement, Sports & Youth Services, Taxation8.14-New Jaganasury
Hiranand Tongchangya1.New Jaganasury-I2. New Jaganasury-II 3.Chotaguisury-I 4.Chotaguisury-II 5.Dursora-9. 

FultuliKali Kumar Tongchangya 1.Fultuli 2.Silosora 3.Bilosora 4.Boraguisury 5.Boroituli 6.Jaruldubosora Chief Executive Member i/c General Administration & Control, Planning & Development, Finance & Accounts, Public Works,Law & Judicial, Information & Public Relations, Relief & Rehabilitation, Inland Water Transport and Adult Education.10.16-Devasora (S)
Bhuban Kumar Chakma 1.Devasora (S)2.Parva-II3.KamtuliVice-Chairman, Planning & Development Committee. 11.

ParvaMohan Chakma 1.Parva-I 2.Parva-III 3.Bundukbanga 4.Siminasora 5.Gabasury Executive Member i/c Public Health Engineering, Industry, Soil & Water Conservation and Cooperation.12. 1-Borapansury-I 

Rasik Mohan Chakma1.Borapansury-I 2.Kurbalovasora-1 3.2-Borapansury-II 

Dr. Buddha Dhan Chakma1.Borapansury-II 2.Ugalsury 3.SilsuryExecutive Member i/c Education & Human Resource (Middle), Art & Culture, Rural Development,14.
Rajmandal Arun Kumar Chakma 1.Rajmondal 2.Chotapansury 3.Gulsinghbapsora 4.Nakdarasora 5.Gerakuluksora-15. 8-Ugudasury (S)
Susen Chakma1.Ugudasury (S) 2.JarulsuryExecutive Member i/c Local Administration, Veterinary & Animal Husbandry and Social Welfare16.Mainabapsora
Sushil Kumar Chakma 1.Mainabapsora-I 2.Mainabapsora-II 3.Kukurduleya 4.Barakobakali Chairman17. 13-Rengkhasya
Prema Ranjan Chakma 1.Rengkashya 2.Futsury 3.Lokkisury 4.Ludisora 5.Gerasury-TOTAL:17 17 69 18.
MDC (Nominated) 

Anup Kumar Chakma-Deputy Chief Whip19. MDC (Nominated)
Purna Muni Chakma- Deputy Chairman20.MDC (Nominated)
C. Bahula--21.MDC (Nominated)
Belpudi Chakma-

    The Executive Powers of the District Council rest on the Executive Committee of the District Council, which is headed by a Chief Executive Member. His position in the Executive is akin to that of the Chief Minister or Prime Minister and the Executive Committee to that of the Cabinet at Centre or State. Normally the leader of the majority party gets elected as the Chief Executive Member. However, the post has to be contested through election. The Chief Executive Member exercises all its executive powers in the name of the Executive Committee of the District Council. The present Chief Executive Member of the 9th Chakma Autonomous District Council, Dangu Buddha Lila Chakma assumed office on 22nd January 2014.This is his third consecutive term as member of the District Council for Dangu Buddha Lila Chakma. He contests from the 13-Vaseitlang MDC Constituency. In the last Executive Committee under Dangu Dr. B.D. Chakma he was in-charge of Land Revenue and Settlement, Law & Judicial and Local Administration. He is the youngest of the existing members. Since the creation of the Chakma Autonomous District Council, the portfolio of the Chief Executive Member has been held through different periods of time by the following persons:
Sl. No
Chief Executive Member
Tenure
1. Dr. Buddha Dhan Chakma26/04/2013 –

2. 2Kali Kumar Tongchongya11/03/2008 –

3. 3Rashik Mohan Chakma26/2/2003 -20/2/2008
4. 4Rashik Mohan Chakma14/12/1999 -18/2/2003
5. 5Pulin Bayan Chakma22/1/1998 -12/12/1999
6. 6Adi Kanta Tongchongya20/7/1994 -21/1/1998
7. 7Pulin Bayan Chakma24/1/1993 -19/7/1994
8. 8Pulin Bayan Chakma29/1/1988 -23/1/1993
9. 9Nutan Kumar Chakma03/01/1987 -23/1/1988
10. 10Pulin Bayan Chakma21/4/1983 -02/01/1987
11. 11Ramoni Chakma27/01/1983 -20/4/1983
12. 12Nilo Muni Chakma15/03/1978 -23/1/1983
13. 13Sneha Kumar Chakma17/12/1973 -01/05/1976
14. 14Nilo Muni Chakma23/01/1973 -16/12/1973
15. 15Atul Chandra Chakma02/04/1972 -22/1/1973
Executive Committee The Executive Committee is responsible for the administration and implementation of various programmes and schemes in the Chakma Autonomous District Council through the various departments. The Executive Committee is headed by the Chief Executive Member. The current Executive Committee is composed of the 6 Executive Members apart from the Chief Executive Member.Buddha Lila Chakma (Chief Executive Member)Chief Executive Member, i/c*.Local Administration Department.*.Land Revenue & Settlement Department.*. Law & Judicial Department.*.General Administration :*.Appointment, posting & transfer.*.Financial Affairs*.Vigilance.*.Planning & Development.*.Public Works Department.*.District School Education Board.*.Relief & Rehabilitation.*.Sericulture Department.*.Co-operation Department.*.Soil & Water Conservation Department.*.Public Health Engineering Department.*.Water Ways Department.*.Urban Development Department.*.Fire & Emergency Services Department.*.Fishery Department & Any other subjects not specified. Amar Smriti Chakma (Executive Member)Executive Member, i/c*.Forest & Environment Department.*.Sports & Youth Services Department.*.Information & Public Relations Department.Doyal Chandra Chakma (Executive Member)Executive Member, i/c*.Primary School Education*.Industry Department*.Road Transport DepartmentSusen Chakma (Executive Member)Executive Member, i/c*.Taxation Department.*.Social Welfare Department.*.Rural Development Department.Sushil Kumar Chakma (Executive Member)Executive Member, i/c*.Middle School Education.*.Animal Husbandry & Vety. Department.*.Adult Education Department.Mohan Chakma (Executive Member)Executive Member, i/c*.Agriculture Department.*.Art & Culture Department.*.Horticulture Department.*.Minor Irrigation Deaprtment.

   Judiciary:-  The Judiciary Judicial Court in the Chakma Autonomous District Council (CADC) was constituted in the year 1972 under the provisions of ‘Pawi-Lakher Autonomous Region (Administrative of Justice) Rules, 1954. Shri Nitya Ranjan Talukdar, was the first Judicial Officer in the Chakma Autonomous District Council Court. The ChakmaAutonomous District Council Administration of Justice Rules and Chakma Customary Laws were drafted by Shri Birendra Lal Dewan, the first Court President and Recorder of the Chakma Autonomous District Council Court. These bills were placed in the Chakma Autonomous District Council Legislative Session House and were unanimously passed. Thereafter, these were sent to the Law and Judicial Department, Govt of Mizoram, for Gazette Notification.The Judiciary in the Chakma Autonomous District Council is a three tier institution viz. (a) the Village Council Courts, the lowest court, (b) the Subordinate District Council Courts, the intermediate court and (c) the District Council Court (appellate court).The Village Council Courts and the Subordinate District Council Courts hear and try original cases under their respective jurisdiction. Whereas the District Council Court deals only with the appeal cases against the judgements passed by the lower courts i.e., the Village Council Courts and the Subordinate District Council Courts.Village Council Courts:The number of members of a Village Council Court should not be less than 3 (three) and not more than 11 (eleven). A Village Council Court tries the cases of civil and petty natures. It also tries the cases falling under Miscellaneous Tribal Laws and Customs including the Criminal offences falling within thepurview of the Customary and Tribal Laws.The following section of the Indian Penal Coode (IPC) have been delegated to the Village CouncilCourts:*.Section 160 IPC:Affray.*.Section 290 IPC:Public Nuisance.*.Section 352 IPC:Assault.*.Section 339 IPC:Wrongful restraint of any person.*.Section 379 IPC:Theft from outside dwelling house.*.Section 426 IPC:Mischief.*.Section 447 IPC:Criminal trespass.*.Section 323 IPC:Voluntarily causing hurt.*.Section 510 IPC:Appearance in a state of intoxication in any public place.Subordinate District Council Court:It hears the appeals on the decisions or orders of a Village Courts. The Appeal must be made within sixty days from the date of issue of order or decision.The Subordinate District Council Court also has the original jurisdiction in the cases mentioned under Village Council Courts when both the parties do not reside within the jurisdiction of the same Village Council. Appeal against the decision or order of a Subordinate District Council Court is referred within sixty days from the date of issue of an order or decision. The power of revision of a decision or order of a Subordinate District Court lies with the District Council Court.District Council Court:It is the Court of Appeal inrespect of all suits and cases tried by the lower courts of the District Council. The District Council Court may order for the records of any proceedings of lower courts. It may also order for examination of records. It may reduce, enhance or cancell any sentence passed by the lower courts and remand cases for retrial.An appeal against the order or sentence passedby the District Council Court lies with the Gwahati High Court, within ninety days from the date on which such an order or decision was passed. A revision is also possible in the above mentioned High Court.The following Sections of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) have been delegated to the Subordinate District Council Court and the District Council Court:- 129,133.135 to 138, 140 to 145, 152, 153(A5), 153(B5), 154 to 159, 161 to 171 (in respect of public servant removable by District Council Court), 171D to 1711, 172 to 190 (so far as consent relates and authority set up by District Council), 193 (part), 201 (part), 214 (part), 215, 216 (part), 217, 218, 221 (part), 222 (part), 223, 225, 225 (part), 225A, 225D, 229, 233,235, 237, 241, 242, 246, 248, 252, 254, 261, 263 to 267, 269 to 280, 282 to 289, 291 to 298, 304A, 306(part), 309, 312(part), 318, 324, 332, 334 to/338, 385, 403, 404(part), 406, 411, 414 to 419,421 to 425, 427, 428, 434, 448, 451(part) 453, 454(part), 456, 461, 462, 465, 468(part), 482 to 489E, 491, 498, 500 to 502, 504, 505(part), 508 and 509.The Court President and Recorder of the DistrictCouncil Court is invested with the powers of a megistrate of the first class.

     -------------------------------------------------------
MADC (Source: madc.mizoram.gov.in)
2. Mara dist council:- Mara Autonomous District Council Mara Autonomous District Council(MADC) is one of the three Autonomous District Councils within Mizoram state of UnionIndia. Primarily, an autonomous administrative government meant for the Mara peopleliving in the state. It is situated in the southern tip of Mizoram state bordering Myanmar. Its autonomy was established and carved out from the erstwhile Pawi-Lakher Regional Council on 29 May 1971 and separated the next year as Lakher Autonomous District Council, and renamed it to current name in 1988.[1]It covers 1445 square kilometres.[1]The government has jurisdiction over land administration, administration of justice, and limited legislative powers, and a few other local powers.[2]In 2009 the council was led by an independent member of the District Council, Shri. N. Viakhu who formed coalition government with Maraland Democratic Front and Indian National Congressin 2005 election. On December 2005, Independent Member of the District Council, Shri. N. Viakhu formally joined Mizo National Front (MNF) to leada new MADC government formed by MNF with a simple majority. Hewas severely criticized for his nomination of four MNF workers to MDC nominated seats despite being the CEM of the Cong-MNF coalition government. The nomination allows MNF to enjoy a simple majority (15 - 11); otherwise Cong-MDF combine andMNF were tied at 11 elected members each.The latest election of MADC had been held in 2012, with an Indian National Congressgained a majority by securing 15 seats out of total 22. A new government by Congress was formed thereafter. The current Chief Executive Member (CEM) is Shri RT Zachono, a veteran politician fromAmotlah (Rawmibawk) Constituency. The Chairman is ShriHiphei, ex-Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha). Departments Mara Autonomous District Councillooks after many departments in her area including fisheries, schools (up to Middle school) and education, judiciary, land and revenue, forestry, Public Health Engineering (PHE), etc. Tourist spotsTourist spots within MADC include*.Siaha- the district headquarters,*.Mt. Mawma, the highest mountain in MADC area and the 5th highest mountain in Mizoramstate. About 3 km fromChakheitown, 76 km approx. fromSiaha.*.Pala Lake, the biggest lake in the state,*.River Kaladan, the biggest river in Mizoram, that serves as border between MADC and Lai Autonomous District Council. Kaladan river fish are famous fortheir taste.*.Phura- the only town on plain. The barn ofMaraland.*.Lodawtlah Wildlife Sanctuary, some 80 km Southwest of Siaha.*.Tipa orTuipang- the second largest and vibrant town in the central part of MADC or Maraland.*.Kolodyne BridgeKaochao- The longest bridge in Mizoram.Notes1.^abZohra, K. (17 June 2003)"Mara History, Maraland Location, Physical features"Maraland Net2.^Roy, Devasish, Raja (2005)Traditional Customary Laws andIndigenous Peoples in AsiaMinority Rights Group International, London, p. 15.ISBN 1-904584-27-6

    A BRIEF HISTORY OF MARALAND: Dwelling in the Southern tip of Mizoram state of India the Mara constitutes a District tribe and are an off-shoot of the Kuki-Chin group of Tibeto-Burman family. Though nothing definite is known about their original home, their ancestral homeland appear to have been somewhere in Southern China. They then migrated fromthere via-Tibet entering the hills of NorthernBurma and settled for sometimes in Chin Hills. Thence, in the latter part of the 17th century, they have migrated to their present Mara land. It is generally believed that they have settled in the land now occupying for about three centuries. Encircling by the blueKolodyne (Beino) river which makes the Mara land appears like semi-Island. The geographical area of the Mara land is 1445 Sq Kms. with a population of 51,073 as per latest Census .The Mara land is bounded byBurma in the East and South and Lai Autonomous District Council in the North and West. Before the advent of the British to India, the Mara enjoyed natural independent of their own and ruled over the land by their chiefs. With the advent and extension of British Empire to their border the Maras frequently encroached the BritishEmpire by head hunting and looking the British subject. Reputation of such incident was intolerable to the British rulers and they were ultimately subjugated by the British in 1924 but no local self Governmentwas constituted nor the political autonomy granted for the management of their local affair. Briefly, the British Superintendent and the Mara chiefs used to rule over the Mara people as virtual dictator. When Mara land was annexed and brought under the Indian British way, the homeland of the Maras was partitioned for administrative convenience- one part was annexed to the East Bengal province which after a gap of 20 years again included in the South Lushai(Mizo) Hills under the Assam province where- as a major portion went to Government of Burma (Myanmar).This is a historical fact and as a result a smaller portion of the Mara inhabitant area remained within the union of India today. Formerly the Maras and their frequent successful raids on their neighbouring tribes proved to be the powerful, mighty andbrave warriors of those days. Colonel Phayre in a letter to the Government of India gave a very vivid picture of the warlikenature of the Maras. "I have known all the tribes personally except the Shindu [Maras] for many years.The Mara tribe has always been spoken of as powerful and as being much feared ------ (A Mackenzils "The North East frontier of India" P-351).The above remark clearly indicates that the British rulers had very vague knowledge about the Maras before the Maras were brought under their control. The reason is clear. It was because of their warlike natures which cause them difficulties in clearing with them. Again, it was because of their isolationistic manner that the Maraswere given different names from a Distanceby the early writers, scholars and their neighbours The Maras were known as the"Lakhers" to their North-Western neighbours mostly by the Lushais (Mizos). They were also known as "shendus" or "shindus" by their Southern neighbours mostly by the Khumis and Arakaneses. Shendus or Shindus in Khumis means a people wearinga bit of rag around the top knot, which constantly fight and makes others restless. They were also known as the 'Miram' by their northern neighbours, Hakas. The term Miram was nothing but the Hakanised fromof Mara. They were again known as "Zo" to their North Eastern neighbours, the Chins, This the early British Writers who firstly contacted the Khumis and Arakaneses, their Southern neighbours , adopted the term shindu while the Lushais (Mizo) adopted the term Lakher to refer to the Mara people till date . Inspite of the above foreign names coined by their immediate neighbours and early writers scholars and Historians, the Maras never designate themselves, Lakher shindu or shendu, Zo orMiram but MARA.The Maras were animists by religion. By theyear 1907 a couple of British Missionaries from London landed in Mara land who fortunately deduced Mara language into writing.They composed manuscripts and opened school for the children. Hence, gradually all the Maras embraced Christianity. The Maras speak a language of their own, different from that of their neighbours i.e. Mizos, Bengalis, Nepalese, Lai, Chakmas and Burmese. They have theirown Bible and Hymn Book etc.The Evangelical Church of Maraland and Congregational Church of India [Mara land] are the major church of the area. After attaining India Independence the Government of Assam opened 23 primary schools up to Class-III and one middle school up to Class-VI in the year 1948. Eventoday the Mara language is the medium of education up to class IV. The Government of India was kind enough to make quota in the recruitment of Army for the Mara youth in those days. Even after conservation to Christianity the Maras have been very strict to their Custom.For example, The Mara girl's price may be approximately estimate to more than ten thousand rupees (in cash and in kind)only while the girl of their neighbours is rupees three hundred to rupees five hundred (in cash and in kind) only. With the independence of India in 1947, Maraland in the British Lushai Hills became apart of Independent India. In 1950The Constituent Assembly of India Constitution organized the Mara as a Scheduled Tribe of India along with others Tribe of the North East India( Gazette of India Extra ordinary Part II Section 3 Page 118 dated 10th August 1950) The others Tribe appeared in the Gazette are Seven in Number (i) Lushai ( Mizo) (ii) Naga (iii) Khasi (iv) Garo (v) Mikir (vi) Cachari and Jaintia.
---------------------------------------------------------

LADC(Source: ladc.mizoram.gov.in)
3. Lai Dist:- Autonomous District Council was constituted on 29 April 1972 under the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India. The council is a replication of the State Legislative Assembly. It exercises power over specifically allocated subjects. At present it looks after 18 subjects departments. The Lai Autonomous District Council has also the power to determine language and in the manner in which education should be imparted in the Primary Schools within its jurisdiction. The council has a separate set of laws governing the area, it has the power to make laws as provided under the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India. The people of Lai Autonomous District Council area enjoyed special safeguard granted by Article 371-9 of the Constitution of India. The headquarters of the council is situated at Lawngtlai which is also the headquarters of Lawngtlai Administrative District. It is well connected by the NH-54 and is 296 km away from the state capital Aizawl. The Lai Assembly of the Lai Autonomous District Council has a total strength of 27 Members, out of which 23 are directly elected by the people and 4 members are nominated by the Governor on the recommendation of the Chief Executive Member of the Lai Autonomous District Council. The power and functions of the Council is mainly three viz., Legislative, Executive, and Judiciary. It has a chairman to conduct the business of the Council in session and presided over its meeting. The executive functions of the Council are vested in the Executive Committee headed by the Chief Executive Member. The Executive Committee can dispose of all matters falling within its purview. Each Member of the executive is allocated specifies subject for which a member of the committee is collectively responsible for all executive orders issued in the name of Council. The main occupation of the people of Lai Autonomous District Council is Agriculture (the backbone of its economy) having Rice as its staple food, other crops like ginger, sesame, banana, chili, tilt, pine-apple, orange, mango, etc are also cultivated. The Council also possesses rich natural resources of self-generating bamboo forestas well as thick tropical forest. The highest mountain in the state of Mizoram known as‘The Blue Mountain’ or ‘Phawngpui’ with its Phawngpui National Park and Ngengpui Wildlife Sanctuary are located within the Lai Autonomous District Council area. The peculiarity feature of these two places came to be known as ‘Vavu’ the state ‘Bird’ of Mizoram found only within the Phawngpui National Park with varieties of flora and fauna. Ngengpui Wildlife Sanctuary, the only Sanctuary in the State possessing elephant is also located within the Lai Autonomous District Council jurisdiction.

    Office holders of LADC
1. V.ZIRSANGA 1. General Administration Department.Chief Executive Member 2. Planning Programme & Implementation Department.3. Appointment Posting & Transfer.4. Financial Affairs.5. Public Work Department.6. Taxation.7. All other subjects not specified.
2. F.HRANGLURA 1. Education Department ( Middle Section ).2. SSA concerning Middle Schools.3. Art & Culture Department.4. Minor Irrigation (if any).
3. H.CHHUANAWMA 1. Environment & Forest Department.2. Information & Publicity Department.3. Law & Judicial Department.
4. C.LALNEIHKHUMA 1. Education Department ( Primary Section ).2. SSA concerning Primary School.3. Animal Husbandry & Veterinary Department.
5. T.LALBIAKMUANA 1. Agriculture Department.2. Horticulture Department.3. Sericulture Department.
6. LALLURA CHINZAH 1. Local Administration Department .(a) Urban Development Department.(b)Minor Works.(c)Sanitation Department.2. Transport Department.
7. HC.LALCHUANGLIANA 1. Rural Development Department.2. Waterways Department.
8. H.VANLALTHALIANA 1. Public Health Department.2. Fisheries Department.3. Sport & Youth Services Department.
9. A.LALNGAILOVA 1. Social Welfare Department.2. Soil & Water Conservation Department.3. Industry Department.
10. T.ZAKUNGA 1. Land Revenue & Settlement Department.2. Co – operation Department.3. Parliamentary Affairs  Department.
Dy. Chief Whip : ST. Laldailova
Adviser to CEM : Lallawmsanga Apetow
Chairman Town Committee : L.Lawmkima
Vice Chairman Planning Board : Hmunhre

    Organisation Structure:- The Lai Assembly of the Lai Autonomous District Council has a total strength of 27 Members,out of which 23 are directly elected by the people and 4 members are nominated by the Governor on the recommendation of theChief Executive Member of the Lai Autonomous District Council. The power and functions of the Council is mainly threeviz., Legislative, Executive, and Judiciary. It has a chairman to conduct the business of the Council in session and presided over itsmeeting. The executive functions of the Council are vested in the Executive Committee headed by the Chief Executive Member. The Executive Committee can dispose of all matters falling within its purview. Each Member of the executive is allocated specifies subject for which a member of the committee is collectively responsible for all executive orders issued in the name of Council.

    List of Departments Agriculture Department; Horticulture; Fishery; PHE; Industry; Sericulture; AH & Vety; Art & Culture (updated); Information & Publicity; Social Welfare; Soil & Water Conservation (updated); Local Administration (updated); Sanitation; Environment & Forest (updated); Transport; Sports & Youth Services; Co-operation; PWD; Planning & Prog. Implementation; Education (updated); Rural Development; Waterways Department.
---------------------
